et. 


ae Ose 


f “views of those’ who vote the same ticket 
‘ | the South. The average Southern Demo- 
to-day hopes for Democratic success asa 
nof the rebellion; as the means by 


ned. But there they are—seed which will 
if the Executive Department of the 
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entitled ‘tA bill to reorganize the 
the United States.”’ It pro- 
._, Video for the appointment of 12 additional As- 
thereby increasing the num- 
ei honera t. 21. Toa Supreme Court 
mm ti son geeale and in great part, 
the ‘Southern wing of that 


n No: 8,847, introduced Jan. 
Hoa. A, J. Warner, Democrat, 
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convict such ‘daitnant of treason’ against the 
United States Government be made against 
the claim.” ‘This opens the door to all sorts of 
rebel sympathizers who for want of sufficient 
proof: or lapse of time could not be convicted 
of treason, The bill was sent to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 


House resolution No. 3,181 was introduced 
Jan. 7, 1880, by the Hon."W. D. Hill; the Demo- 
declared ‘to an audience in 


elected or not, . It.is entitled, ‘‘A bill to abol- 


ish the Court of Claims,'and to enlarge the 
jurisdiction of the Circuit Courts, and for other 


‘purposes.’”’? It abolishes the Court of Claims, 


transfers . that conrt’s duties and ~ juris- 
diction to .the Circuit Courts, and repeals 
all limitations of the;‘time wherein suits 
upon claims can . be brought. In. place 
of these statutory limitations it establishes a 
limitation of six:years from the passage of the 
act, and provides that “any person or per- 
sons’’. having. disputed .or unsettled claims 
against the United States, either in law or 
equity, under the Constitution and amend- 
ménts thereto, and laws of the United ‘States, 
except for infringement of patents, may bring 
suit therefor agaihst the United States in the 
Circuit Court in the district where the cause of 
action arose, or where the claimants reside; 
which court is empowered to hear, adjudicate, 
and determine all such claims in the same man- 
ner ‘and with the same force ‘ind effect as 
is now allowed between private individuals or, 
corporations in any of ‘the courts of the United 


States. It’also provides that in stich suits the 


prevailing party shall be entitled to recover of 
the defeated party fost and reasonable costs, 


and that judgments in fayor of plaintiff shall ” 


be certified ‘by ‘the court to the Secretary of 
the Treasury, and be paid, by him out of any 
moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appro- 
priated. The Janguage of ‘this bill is worth 
consideration. “Any person, loyal or disloyal, 
in any State, may bring suit upon a claim in his 
Circuit Court, and it shall be settled as a claim 
of John Smith against William Brown would 
be. © If ‘a Democratic President should be 
‘| elected, it is probable that it would not be long 
before the Judges of this court in the South 
would be ex-Confederates, in sympathy with 
the so-called ‘“‘lost cause,”” a cause t6 be re- 
gained by Democratic supremacy. 

House resolution No. 4,365 was introduced 
Feb. 9, 1880,- by the Hon.’ John F. Philips, of 
Missouri. . It provides that claims for Quarter- 
masters’ stores and subsistence taken for the 
use of the Union Army in the late war, and for 


eral, and Third Auditor of the Treasury now 
have jurisdiction, shall ‘be transferred to the 


Circuit Courts, to which jurisdiction over them 


is given. 


By these bills and such as these have the 
Democrats. of the. Forty-sixth Congress en- 
deavored to complete the judicial machinery 
for the settlement of rebel claims. . These bills 
plainly show the intention of ‘the mighty 
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of Texas, formerly a Colonel in the Confeder- 
ate Army, It provides for reopening the 
Court of Claims for one year to claimants of 
captured and abandoned property, and gives ° 
the right ‘to sue upon: such claims to those 
claimants whose claims have been rejected by 
that court: on the ground of disloyalty, The 
passage of this bill would give all these per- 
sons another chance, and throw open the door 
to all others of their class who have not pre- 
ferred their claims. 


House resolution No, 4,876 was introduced 


March 1, 1880, by the Hon, W. M.: Lowe, of 
Alabama, formerly a Colonel in the Confeder- 
ate Army. It provides for ‘a return by the 
United States of the tax collected on cotton 
sales in the rebellious States in 1866-7-8, 


» House resolution No, 831, which was intro- 


duced April 21, 1879, by the Hon. Eppa Hun- 
ton, of Virginia, formerly a Brigadier-General 
in the Confederate Army, and'which is now in 
Committee of the Whole, provides for a return 
of the money received’ by the United States 
from the sale of land sold for direct taxes in 
-insurrectionary States, House resolution No. 
2,066, which was introduced June'?, 1870, by 
the Hon. George D. Tillman, of South Car- 
olina, who served through the war in the Con- 
federate Army, provides. not only forthe 
return of the proceeds of the sale of such land, 
but also for'a. return of all the rent derived 
from the land since its sale... This bill is-be- 
fore the Committee on the Judiciary. House 
resolution No. $49, introduced . April 21, 1879, 
by the Hon. A. M, Scales, of North Carolina, 
formerly a Brigadier-General in the Confeder- 
ate Army, provides for refunding all the 
money collected as direct taxes in the insurrec- 
tionary States under the act of Aug. 5, 1861. 


House resolution No, 446, which was intro- 
duced April 21, 1879, by the Hon. 0, R..Single- 
ton, who was a Representative inthe Confed- 


‘erate Congress. thronghout the war, provides 


for the appropriatiqn of $375,000 to be used.in 
paying disloyal mail contractors in the seced- 
ing States... The bill was referred to the Com- 


mittee on Post: Offices’ and Post Roads; the 


Democratic majority of which includes several 
men who were prominent officers in the Con- 


federate Army. 


House resolution “No. 21, introduced April 


21, 1879, by the Hon. John H. Reagan, of 
Texas, formerly Postmaster-General of the 


Confederacy, repeals section 8,480 of the Re- 


vised Statutes, which forbids any officer of the 


Government t6 pay. any account or claim to 
any person not known to have been opposed to 
the rebellion andin favor of ite suppression. 
By this: bill the prohibition is removed. The 
bill was referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

In addition to these and other similar bills 
which might be cited, numerous private. bills 
for relief were introduced to puy for losses oc- 
casioned by the ‘rebellion,’ the sums called for 
amounting to several millions of dollars, 

Let us see what would be the result of the 
passage of these bills.. Claims for the proceeds 
of captured and abandoned property have been 
filed in the Court of Claims and the Treasury 
Department amounting to more than $80,000, - 
000, which are now barred by statute. -If either 
of the bills conferring jurisdiction on the Cir- 
cuit Courts, or reopening the Court of Claims, 
becomes .a law, the claims’ of’ that class pre- 
sented will probably exceed $50,000,000. 

The internal revenue tax on’ cotton, which it 
is proposed to refund by House ‘resolution No. 
4,876, and.other bills, amounts to $68,022,000. 

The amount appropriatea’ by House ‘resolu- 
tion No,.446 for Southern mail contractors is 
$375,000. 

The amount pened for payments to dis- 
loyal claimants, now. prohibited -by section 
8,480, ° Revised Statutes, will doubtless. be 
very near $1,000,000. © | 

The amount of direct tax collected in. the 
Southern States, which it is proposed to return 
by House resolution No. 349 and other bills, is 
$5,153,000. 
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FOR PRESIDENT, , 


cay, JAMES A. GARFIELD, 














- Dany foo per. annum, moluding the 
“Paebank Mouse per sana exclusive ‘ot the i 
Sunday Edition. 


Entered at the Post Office at ; New-York, X. Y., as 00 
(ond elas mae mation. 


} ‘Te Toces is on sale in London at No. 440 Strand, w.¢ 
0, by Henry F. Gillig & Co., and at Mr. Btevens’s, No. 4 
Trafalgar-square. 


—_———— 
: NOTICE TO. SUBSCRIBERS. 
~The date printed on the wrapper of each 
eupires. : 

‘ er erermnene 
Persons leaving the  Oity for { the . Summer 
- ean haves Tax Toses mailed to their addres 
for $1 per month. 

rie —_—_ 

The Signal Service Bureau report indicates 
for to-day, in this region, stationary or higher 
barometer, falling followed by stationary or 
‘nieing temperature north to east winds, parlly 
cloudy weather, and light rain. 

} orn 

(Gen. GARrreLD -hasjrarely appeared to 
better advantage ithan in the address made 
by him yesterday at the reunion of the Forty- 
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Snake ty tantosoen 
unite’on a call rom pita 


Their. united “Democratic majority 
mea ey on Beoretary. of State, 89,980, 
or, say, 82,500 ‘less “than in 1876; 
and in 18%8, on Judge of the Qourt of. Ap- 
peals, it was 41,395, or $1,000 Jess than in 
1876, Last year’s election hardly affords a 
fair basis of comparison on either side, but 
it shows, in common ‘with ‘those of ‘the two 
-preceding years,.that it is the Republican 
and not the Democratic vote of New-York 
and Brooklyn which is the growing quantity. 

ee 


Our Augusta. correspondent gives some 
interesting particulars. regatding the pend- 
ing canvass in’Maine. His account of the 
Prohibition movement in that State reduces 
it very considerably from the high moral 
plane which sincere temperance men would 
like to believe that it occupies... It appears, 
in fact, to be in its latest form only a device 
of the Democrats, engineered by a disap- 
pointed Republican. politician, to introduce 
confusion in the Republican ranks, Even 
in this direction it is not unlikely to prove a 
disappointment to its promoters, as it is be- 
lieved that it will.draw more Fusionists than 
Republicans. . It seems that there was at the 
beginning of the.canvass some disposition to 
ignore the Garcelon frauds of last year, 
which * Senator . Buanyz .very promptly 
put an end to... The canvass, therefore, 
as it) nears its close, is growing more 
definite, and’. the issues between the 
principal parties becoming more thoroughly 
understood, It-is. difficult to see why this 
should not be so in an election which is 
local only in name, and which in all essen- 
tial regards is strictly national. One local 
question, however, it is to be hoped, will be 
settled, that of electing a Governor by a 
plurality instead of a majority vote. An 
amendment to the Oonstitution to that ef- 
fect is before the people, and its adoption 
would render a repetition of the Garcelon 
rascality impossible. 


The full text of M. Gamserra’s speech at 
Oherbourg certainly fails to justify the 
threatening significance which ‘has been’ at- 
tached to it by the semi-official Ger- 
man press. It is noticeable that the 
leading English newspapers agree in 
finding an, entire absence of _ belligerent 
intent In M; Gawserra's speech, and that 
the French ‘Republican press has estimated 
the German criticism at its true value with- 
out making any unnecessary fuss over it. 
There 1s good reason, to believe thatthe 
German people’ will demand, ere long, some 
better reason for maintaining the enormous 
military expenditure of the Empire than the 
fear of: a French attempt to regain the lost 
provinces. German unity has as little to 
fear from abroad as it has much to dread 
from the growth of. social and political dis- 
content at home. 

ee 
THE PRAOTIOAL EFFZOT. 

In the confusion of-a national campaign it 
is sometimes * difficult ° a0 oe and 
independent { voters, f without any strong 
partisan bias, to get at the teal significance 
of the contest which is being waged between 
the two. parties, To this class a large por-. 
tion of the ordinary campaign work is mere 
nonsense. The banners, the processions, the 
fire-works, and the articles in the daily press 
which correspond .to these, have no value 
for them and no influence upon them. They 
do not.caré to ‘rally ’’ to one standard 
or another. ¢ The appeals to’ party  feel- 
ing, ‘to the* sense of comradeship, to 
the more or less combative sentiment which 
causes the genuine partisan to -glory in the 
actual ‘struggle, awaken no response in the 
minds of this class. * The canvass, to them, 
is not a campaign. They are enlisted neither 
on one side nor the other. Politics is not the 
controlling interest in their lives, and they 
are not disposed to let it monopolize their 
‘thoughts, even for a few months every four 
years,» The “din and’ the excitement, the 
bragging and the parade’ of a great canvass 
often weary and disgust them, and they are 
frequently inclined to attach less importance 
my A Ai gli a apa eae ee 
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“To this. class the Republican Party this 


) ‘}tyear, addresses itself with more than ordi- 


mary chance of ee a re- 


& proper. manner the st 
main from the war for ‘the Union.” be 
readjustment is by no méans difficult 
‘reasonable limits, and could at to the 
great: advantage of the business of the coun- 
try and the relief of the people. But these 
leaders have not been able even to obtain 'a 
hearing, The only measures with reference 
to taxation which have obtained any serious 
attention have been those reducing the tax 
on spirits and tobacco, and others relaxing. 
the'safeguards thrown around the legitimate 
production of these commodities—all in the 
interest of the section which contributes the 
majority of representatives to the ‘Demo- 
cratic Party. 
The reform of the civil service, of the né- 
cessity for which the Democrats make so 
much, has been in the power of the party for 
several years back. The President would 
not only not have’ opposed them had 
they undertakeh it, but has. over and over 
again urged it upon them, He has asked them 
to take the patronage practically out of his 
hands, and, indeed, to abolish patronage en- 
tirely, providing that all minor offices shall 
be filled by men selected solely for their merit, 
and not because they were partisans, and ‘that 
after appointment the tenure of office should 
depend principally on efficiency: Not only 
has the Democratic. Party in Oongress re- 
fused to enter on this very necessary and 
uséful reform, but it has shown in its dis- 
position of the offices at its command a com- 

plete disregard of all sound, principles. of 
administration and a blind subserviency to 
that most mischievous doctrine. that public 
employment is areward for partisans and 
not a trust from the people. From this it 
can be imagined how the vast number of 
offices undér the general Government would 
be distributed by a Democratic Administra- 
tion. . 

Now, these are not matters of merely po- 

litical interest.. They concern every. citizen 


| ‘who pays taxes, and under our system every 


citizen must do so directly or indirectly. 
We do not assert that the Republican Party 
would give them the complete treatment 
which they ought to. have, but it is beyond 
question that, under an Administration of 
which -.Mr, Ganrranp should: be the head, 
such’ matters: would neither be neglected 
entirely.nor treated in a manner injurious 
to general interests. The Republican Party 
has already. made large reductions in the 
principal and interest of the public debt, has 
steadily lessened taxation, and brought the 
tax laws into closer harmony with justice, 
has improved, if it has not reformed, the 
civil service, and is sure to continue in the 
same path. It is, then, for the independent 
voters, to understand exactly what the conse- 
quences of a restoration of the Democratic 
Party would be, to weigh their decisi on well 
before contributing to. that result. 


THH NHXT REBEL RAID. 


In the recent State canvass in Alabama, a 
prominent Democratic speaker, who knew 
the sentiments and wishes of his auditors, 
gave them’ this cheering assurance: ‘‘If 
Hanooor is elected you will be paid for all 
the property you have lost through Radical 
rule, and you must stand by the great Demo- 
cratic Party, fora solid South will'now give 
us entire control of the general Government, 
and we can redress all our wrongs.’’ This 
man understood what control of the gener- 
al Government by the . “great © Demo- 
cratic Party’ dominated by a’ solid South 
would mean, and he took no pains to con- 
ceal his conviction, or rather he consid 
‘dite bold expression. as the best means of 
bracing up his fellow-citizens to the support 
of that party. He is by no means the only 
Southern Democrat who has given similar 
assurances, and there is the best of evidence 
that they are. backed by a determination to 
make them good, if control of the tribunals 
of the. United States and of the Federal 
Treasury once ‘passes into the hands of 
the Democratic Party. The attention 
of those who are still skeptical 
on the © subject of | the’ payment 
of rebel claims ip any possible contingency 
is invited to our letter from Washington, 
which deals with no vague surmises, but 
‘sets forth the legislation which has already 
been initiated to prepare the way’ for a raid 
on the Treasury, whereby property ‘‘lost 
throngh Radical rule ” is to be paid for, and 
the ‘wrongs ”’ of unrepentant and boast- 
ful rebels are to be, redresged. ‘The 
ene Soprismeaaoo have toon ‘put 


tails for one or two years. 


niaay atainan 00 allow airihwering in a new 


tribunal for claims that have been 
nigh spall gesagt 


loyal and‘disloyal claimants, and, in short, to 


clear the way generally for the proposed raid, 
But this is not all. “It is not merely pro- 


| posed to get possession of the courts and. 


give them the character desired, and then to’ 
admit to them all manner of claims for } prop- 
erty destroyed or appropriated during the 
war, but a plan has been devised for draw- 
ing directly from’ the Treasury, by act of 
Congress, many millions of dollars for. the 
benefit of the impoverished and hungry 
South. Billsthave been introduced, and are 
ready to come up at the proper time, for 
refunding the tax collected on cotton 
sales in 1866-7-8, for the return of the 
proceeds of sales of land for payment of 
direct.taxes, for refunding money collected 
asa direct tax inthe insurrectionary States 
under the law of 1861, and for the payment 
of a variety of personal claims without the 
formality of any adjudication whatever. 
Supposing this scheme of ‘‘redress’’ to be 
carried through, what will be the probable 
cost to the United States, to be drawn chiefly 
from the industrious and enterprising North? 
Estimates vary all the way from $600,000,000 
to $2,400,000,000; and close calculation sets 
it down at not less than $1,500,000,000, a 
sum approximating the present amount of 
the funded debt of the country... 

Bat it ‘cannot be carried through, will be 
the response. Certainly not, unless the 
people of the North have utterly lost. their 
senses, and are prepared to give up all that 
has been secured at so much trouble and ex- 
pense, But these measures indicate a pur- 
pose anda determination: They show what 
the ex-Confederates of the South would do 
with the general Government if they could 
really get control: of it. Even with Demo- 
cratic success they would not be able to 
accomplish at once all” they. propdse, 
perhaps never, but they would work. in that 
direction and accomplish what they could. 
Let the tide turn. that way, while they har- 
bor such purposes, and there is no knowing 
how far it would go or what havoc it would 
make.. The only safety is in never letting it 
take that course. ‘There is one lesson which 
the South needs to be taught and 
which . the Democratic Party of . the 
North needs to be taught,’ and now is 
the time to administer the instruction 
with unmistakable emphasis. That lesson 
is that the people of this country do not 
propose to rehabilitate treason or to remit 
its penalty of loss, or to surrender the fruits 
of a costly struggle at the bidding of those 
who forced it upon them: The South must 
accept the settlement of the past on the 
terms which the loyalty of the Nation’ dic- 
tates, and it will not be trusted. until it does. 
The Democratic Party’ must cease giving 
aid and encouragement to the rebel spirit 
and pretensions, and it will never get into 
power until it does. 

——_——ee 

RECRUITING FOR THH ARMY. 


The recent general order from the Head- 
quarters of the Army announcing the new 
detail of field officers: for recruiting service 
makes oné or two changes and offers one or 
two suggestions. It is declared that, since 
a complete change at one time of company 
officers. on recruiting service is no Jonger 
deemed desirable, hereafter an annual detail 
will be made consisting of officers from’ one 
half-of the regiments of cavalry and infan- 
try, for which reason the officers of the 
present detail are now to be replaced by de- 
Accordingly, 
regimental commanders actually with their 
regiments are directed to.choose respectively 
one company officer each from their com-. 
mands for recruiting service; and those from 
the odd-numbered. regiments, 4 ¢., the 
First, Third, &c., cavalry, and the First, 
Third, &c., infantry, will serve from Oct: 1, 
1880, to Oct. 1, 1882, while those from the 
even-numbered regiments, both of cavalry 
and infantry, ¢. ¢., the Second; Fourth, &,, 
will serve until Oct. 1, 1881. ° In this way 
the desired change of plan will be accom- 
plished. The new details of field officers as 
superintendents and depot commanders in 
recruiting service continue until Oct. 1/1882. 


zen Army in Ball Run days was *‘a mob of: 


town meetings.’’ But even that Army ‘was 
eventually turned into a splendid: one, filling 
all the. conditions of soldiery; while .every- 
body remembers how the Turcos and Al- 
gerian Zoviaves went down before the Ger- 
man Landwehr of steady yeomanry. 

During the past half-dozen years the char- 
acter of .the ranks of our Army has steadily 
improved. Gen. SHeRMan has noted the 
fact in all his late annual inspections, and has 
commented on it in his official reports. But 
the weeding process needs to go further yet, 
or, rather, the recruits need to be such as, 
after experience is acquired, will bring up 
the average of the Army. The losses by 
desertion are still very large, and during 
some years after the civil war they. were 
enormous. When it is considered that the 
recruit who deserts within a. year or two 
after enlisting, as most of them do, if at all, 
has entailed on the Government the cost. of 
recruiting him, and of his food, clothing, 
equiprhents, transportation, and pay. during 
that time, and, if he is a cavalry deserter, of 
his horse and trappings, for he ususily car- 
ries them off with him,» the pecuniary. loss 
alone of enlisting worthless material is seen 
to be-very great. It is true that intelligence 
will not prevent a. man from deserting; but 
character will, when. ‘‘men of {doubtful 
habits’’ are rejected, and sturdy men from 
‘the better classes of citizens’’ are obtained. 

But in order to secure the desired class of 
recruits inducements must be offered them. 
At present a considerable part of the duty 
prescribed upon-soldiers consists of drudg- 
ery; the chief weapons.of many of them are 
not the sabre and the rifle, but the pick, the 
spade, and the barrow. There are men in 
the Army whose principal knowledge of 
serving under the American flag consists 
thus far in shoveling and hauling as day la- 
borers... This experience is not universal, 
but it is. also not uncommon, especially 
where forts haye to be built or beautified. 


' These labors, sadly interfering with drill and 


with. the setting up of the soldier, and 


heartily disgusting him with his lot, are not 
always, though sometimes, due to the mania 


‘of commanding officers for construction and 


for gardening, since it is sometimes pro- 
vided in the plans and in the appropria- 
tions. of Congress that labor ‘shall be. 
furnished by the troops. It would also be a 
temptation to service if garrison life had 
more means of instruction—amusements it 
already has; and in the recent establishment. 
of post schools and the growth of post libra- 
ries and reading-rooms much has been done 
for instruction. Another attraction to. the 
service would be the increase of the pay, 

privileges; and ‘position of the non-commis- 
sioned officers. This is a measure due to 
the modern increase in the relative impor- 
tance of these officers, and it would open at 
oneé the prospect of a speedy rise to a 
comfortable position. to any worthy man 
enlisting. . Finally, an additional incen- 
tive’ would be to give the Honcommis- 
sioned officers the first chance at every va- 
cancy in the Second Lieutenancies not ab- 
sorbed by the graduates of the Academy, ap- 


pointing civilians only to such as remained } 


after all the Army candidates that were fit 
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‘and as such worthy of his attention. ‘He 


touched one. of the wires in a listless way | 


with his nose st the precise instant that his 
tail touched’ the other wire. The © circuit 





this completed, the battery unlimbered | too dangerous, 
4 and went into action, ahd an agonized howl. 


from the cat, who writhed in’ torture but 
who. was unable to break the circuit, startled 
the Professor and filled him with astonish- 
ment and compassion. 

Prof. Maynanp acted with: great prompt- 
ness. Grasping the lever, he shut off the cur- 
rent, reversed the machine; and applied the 
standing on.end, sothat he appeared to be three 


- times his natural size, sank exhautsted on the 


floor; and it was fully ten minutes before he 
could gather strength to relieve his mind by 
a series of energetic, though reprehensible, 
feline remarks. ‘The Professor naturally at- 
tempted to placate the animal }by stroking 
his back, but the instant he touched the 
electrified fur he received a shock which 
knocked. him backward into the coal scuttle. 
From that day to this—say six or seven days— 
the cat has remained: brimful of ; electricity. 
‘He shines at night with the intensity of eight 
hundred candies, and seems to the super- 
ficial observer to consist wholly of fire. * Elec- 
tricity darts from¥him whenever he touches 
metal or any other conductor, and he crackles 
ina way that fills. all, the ‘cats of his ac- 
quaintance with terror. He*does not ap- 
pear to be merely a reservoir of the electric- 
ity forced into him by the battery. % On the 
contrary, the inexhaustibility of his electric- 
ity proves that ‘he ; constantly * generates 
new supplies, and that the real effect of the 
battery was to set in permanent motion the 
feline forces that produce this electricity. 

The enormous value of this. incident is 
appreciable at a glance. Instead of waiting 
for Mr; Eprson to perfect his electric lamp, 
why should we not light. our houses with 
electrified cats? The first cost-of a. cat and 
the cost of electrifying it. with a galvanic 
battery would be merely nominal. After 
that the whole expense of lighting our houses 
would merély be the:cost.of the cats’ rations. 
Stationary cats fastened to lamp-posts might 
light our streets, and one good-sized cat.sus- 
pended from the ceiling would light’ the 
largest ball-room., ‘ The problem of the elec- 
tric light is evidently solved at last, and 
Prof. Maynarp’s vame will go down to 
posterity linked with the mameés of Franx- 
Livand Morsz. —— ; 

eae eee 

To the showing dlready given in these col- 
umns of the decline in the American carrying trade 
—which, by the way, is by.no means the same thing 
as American commerce—may be appropriately 
added some recent’ very suggestive figures. 
American commerce has not been decaying and 
is not im the slightest danger of decaying; it 
will not decay, or incur any. such danger; until 
the Gulf: runs up the Mississippi, unless the country 
itaelf decays. American commerce is doing finely, 
but the American carrying trade is dwindling out, 
even absolutely as well as relatively. The aggre- 
gate of our foreign trade in the calendar year of 
1878 was $1,224,600,000; in 1979:1¢ was $1,397,780, 000. 
For the fiscal year it was. $1,131,917,000 in 1878, and 
$1,156,217,000 in 1879; the difference between the 
aggregates for calendar and fiscal years shows that 
the. second half: of each of: these’ calendar 
years had a heavier trade than the first half— 
that. is, it corresponds to the well-known fact that: 
trade has been on an increasing scale for several 
yeats. In the. calendar vear 187) the volume of 
trade increased about 14 per cent. over that of 1878, 
yet the returns from the Customs service show that 
American shipping has not profited directly by this 
owls oh ac In 1879, 88,304 vessels, of 17,300,000 

tonnage, entered ports i foreign trade; 

in 1978, 81,558 entered, of 196 tonnage. Clear- 
‘ances in 1879 were 
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Some comment having been caused by 4 
brief mention in these columns ofa locomotive 
with two seta of driving-wheels, one vertically 

‘may be given 
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lower driving-wheels (upon which the power of the 
engine depends) by forcing their treads:together 
by means of levers operated by compressed air. 
The system of driving-wheels is, however, the head 
and front of the invention which we have endeay- 
ored to describe without, in justice to the inventor, 
prejudging it. It will probably be put to an actasl 
test in a month or so, when it will be certain of oby 
servation, and must then rest on its merita. 
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